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ATTORNEYS )
T COWEN, ATTORNEY AT LAW

D
VILLE, OHIO;
Dl;.(m: ;I?)?th side of Main Street,n few

i
ours East of Marietia Street. - Bﬁlnanmnr. 0-!
M. 8. TALLMAN, AW
W JrbhaEy s dovssmion ATLAW) g paces & SONS, PROP'S.
!'I'(IHELL‘—A‘ITORNKY Al == R
A"mnu%c‘n‘unmu.o fo.

a2 Oitie 16 Coilin's bioak opposite St Cait Manufacturers ef ‘

ra. Sash, Shutters, Frames, Mould-
D(l]ggs'; L‘-Pai.-ketn, Palivgs, Stair Rail-
ings, Ballusters, News, und '

DANFORD, ATTORNEY ATl LAW, 8T.
t4. CLAIRSVILLE, OHIO. s
Pallerson’s pew bloc

aa- Ofice 1n ) e
NEY AT LAW -~ T |
SLOLMBXEALATIOWE AT R ESSED  LUMBER, |
g sl Of every description and dealers in
RON_ ATIORKEY AT LAW
.  ®T.CLAIRSVILLE, OHIO. Lumber,
Tk, B, UNSTEAD, ATTORNEY AND e s
COUNBELOR AT LAW, . O Shingles,
attention glven Lo collestioux - tll |
»d the settienuent of eslates, =can ng, 1
5 HOTELS. = T ath, Joists, f
peon, P Frame-Timber,

N AT mlmpﬂvﬂ.f’ﬂw
! ‘:.l'::'w.l".‘bwu te the Court Honse.
GROCERIES AND PRODUCE
\ & SON, Dealers in Family Gro-
KEPSON J. m.ll;dlf i Ovnosite Post-
offlce.

Fire Brick and
guilders’ Material in General.

uly 2-tf
{ VARROLL & GIFFIN, Dealors in Grocer- e S
Produce, Queensware, Hardware, and
; M‘&nﬂdumuiu-ﬂmm
" J. A. Jr., Dealer in Grooeries, <7
U Bvaen ansensiare-2nd Sotans, o7 T, (o AW CETT
positene w Bank A .
‘rom’rgzan" ‘lnu.nm. Ummrﬁtm Dealer in the |
&c, of Court Hruse,
DRUGS, BOOKS, HARDWAR K, &e. .L‘EL ERBRATED
EST, H. & SON. Dr%lm.&rothm_ "\‘:r 3
in , Blatlol
s ko b A RLINGTON
Buillding. : f
CLOTHING. —AND— |

EVER, H. Merohant Tallor, and dealer

\' Hesdy-Made Clothing, tlents’ Furnish-|

5 h fumm.aﬂ. Opposaite BL
Clalr Hotel. »

COUNSELLOR
Cook Stoves!

TIN, COPPER, |
Sheet Iron Ware,,

|

WOODEN PUMPS, |

P e Baemenatlock (C A STTIN G S, &c.

TTON,J., Denlers in Dry Goods, NoLions,
P . Tuni:d"rlhwn, Ac,, Oppesiie Trensurers

ER; L. P. Tallor, and dealer in
l-l“&ﬁ&m 'and Gents Furaishing Goods!
Collins’ new bullding.
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DRY GOODS, NUTIONS &e.

Specinl attention given Lo |

Tin & Sheet Tron Roofing

SPOUTING, |

—AND—

GENERAL JOB WORK, |

|
ST. CLAIRSVILLE, OHIO. |

BRIDGEPORT.

GROCERIAS'AND PRODUCE,
e m—
HOUVES, K, P.& sON, Whulestle Grocers|
l and Commission Merchanis. Upposite K.
K, Depot,

DRUGS, HARDWARD, &c.
EBT aM1l1ibrl), WMilchrnie
isils, Main,aear corner of Bank-st,

Dru

W

spn“(o?t:e‘Carrol & Hoge,

tie roomarecently occu by Miss N. BDRUG’GISTS(

Faris, near the 8L Clair . Wherexlie has &
lnrge sud atirsctive nssortment of tle

Latest Bonnets & Hats,

coln| the newest and most desirable In

fa siyle, trimming, &c.
;he“npgﬂul uttention of indles is call-d tc
var stock, spadTaL

‘THOMAS HILL,

GENERAL MACHINIST,

Main Street, opposite 8t Clalr Hotel

ST. CLAIRSVILLE, Ohio,

Keep constantly on hand a

WELL SELECTED STOCK

—F—

FRESH DRUGS;
Wall Paper! |

All kinds § Macbinist's work MEDI?‘K‘ES. g
Promptly Attended To.  CHEMICALS.
June2S-3m OILS.
BRUSHES,
BOAPS,
CARBCN OIL,
PERFUMERY,

NEW ESTABLISHMENT !wRITING PAPER, &C.
JACOB KAISER, [Patent Medicines,

Ondrlaker & Cabngl Makp| 7o = 7o o

open ¢ on MariettaJdfcohol, Pure Wines and
u.;tmt. g;:?::ﬁ.m?t:ﬁ-n Church, ’ Liquors

. If V"Ie. Oi“o‘ For medieinal purposes. i
Hlsntmrgllaaul lslm!u of FURNITURE. X ¥
Physician's Prescriptions '

COFFINS AND CASKETS 1
Carefully compounded at all hours. I

\peciaity, and froished st mmnahle: rates:
& tapairiag 1z trorlin mer2d' 7 -1y YT e ooy o

ERNST STHENG "IMRsY NATIONAL BANK OFST. CLAIRS - |
" i STLLE, CAPITAL $1u,000,

- 8@ Bank open from ¥ A, M. until 3 e, 8. Dis- I
Yamental Confectioner,

Tuesdays, at (0 ur w, Money received |
?&n«f:;:’:f: Coliections made and yroceeds re-
Olmite (he office of Judge Cowen,
5, CLAIRSVILLE,

pmm“l;. Exchauge bought and .ul.{;
%! Ennnnnm {o the eitizens of BL.
i

#—Jul

Geo Hrown.
Ty e D. EBT COWEN, Prealdenl

H.C WeLDAY, Cashier,

SHERMAN HOUSE,
PBRIDGEP( MY, ORIG,
WM+ PANCOAST, Proprietor
TOB WORK
e
-PEGIALT B 3
"A‘ the Dﬂicﬁ,‘“

“}m n Lochrry, David Brown, Josep
he 1s 10|
o ﬂ'%‘m‘?ﬁ"mmﬁ'ﬂmmﬁ.

ST OLAIBSVIL.E CORNET BAND, |
«foli|le now prepared tofurnish good Music at rea- |

'LUMBER YARD,

| Youne kids

(selves., Ada

| Mere ischeer, and some Onsks of the vintage of
3 Hhine;

Here is warmth, here is comfoil, and smiles
| 1hat beiray

Hul a part of the welcone that greels you lo-

ay:
And hefs in ibe renire, enthroned on u plaie,
Superd In surroaondiugs, spd rogal In sieie,

You bebold—why, whai cynic could give him |

Bacowl?
With kis cranberry coortiers, our national
fowl.

Fulk call him Torkey—the name s absord;
| This fowl is & purely American bird,
His strut and his gabble, his arrogant =l
| his plutiege of bronge, speak my countrymen
there.
| Botn l!‘ he's acownrd—sah ! well, that depends !
| Heean fghbt for his hen, aod bhis chicks aud
fricnus;
| And i :lne thing he shows an American soul—
| Yoo never can jorce him to erawl through a
| biole.

There's an edge to the carvieg-knife polished |

nnd brigot;

| whilte ;

Before us the celery gleams through 11s vase,

And the cruuberry jelly I« set in iis place.

Thrust the sharp furk ssiraddie our besuty's
bresst-bope 3

From his slde eot thin alices, the wiliest e'er
Known,

For the lndies, Godl hless them! bul my roder

| Ssense -
| Takes the thigh, and the Inst part thnt gets o'er
| the fence,

Ah! white meat or brown meat, It matiers not

et

"Tls taste we must please, not our seaing, nor
tonch;

And with either for dinner we're no. & loss,

if we've celery plenty and erduberiy saoce!

For then with & flask of good Rudesheimer
wine x

We ean ml.vmge. 1 fancy,in comfart 10 dine,

Nay, more~with & turiey Nke thls st com-
waud,

Who'd nol be & patriot, proud of his land ?
They had fAigs in Juden, and fatilogs go fine,

eulled wine:
They Lad juizy reps and dale Lrecs, aud odors
B Tara
AS the SWeciest of roses could fiing on the air.
What's their fralts and thelr flowera Lo Lucse
ernubuiries rel, i
And thelr pusm—and thelr duate trees this ceis
ery inst T :
While as for their kide, nud Lhelr lambs, and
their gquaiis,
One furkey—let’s eal, for comparisorn fails.

COSTLY CHRISTMAS GIFT.

BY MADGE CARROL.

There's alwaysa lull befure the holi-
duys. Society takes a vacation after
ushering in long evenings. tones up
previons to Christmas and New Year
guities,

We were a dull little group, yet, if I
mistake not, work progressed more en-
couragingly. Fingers flew in place of
tongues. 1t was just the girls and our-

Alday, from next door,
the g'olden-ﬂve(‘etf Walthams, Gertie
and Bess, from sround the corner, and
Hilda Etheredge, our doctor’s duugh-
ter, whose portrait, a8 Cleopatira, adorn-
ed the academy wall. Ourselves con-
sisted of Miss Zell—our seamsiress, a
maiden lady—ma and your humble
servant, Rubina Rubb—Ruby, ‘for
short.”

We were all deep in the mystery of
Christinas presents that somebody at
home was not to see, and end in being
surprised over.

Pu and theufmys HeTiig Our, iR cover-
ed her dainty figure with her ‘lord and
master’s’ dressing-gown, and 1 swung
iny ‘big brother's’ slippers with the
recklessness of absolute freedom.

‘Suppose weeach tell what wasthe

The pintes sre all warm, and the napkios are |

ressed wilth oudves, and what th y |

put in Bess, whom nothing could en-
tirely subdne, aud implying Gertrude
by a significant giance,

‘Bess, hush! Miss Zell’s. not
for a reply,” answered that individual,
not a trifle vexed,

‘Histather was my father's nearest
neighbor,” continued Miss Zell, with-
out noticing the interruption. ‘Their
furms sdjoined, aul o little heed was
tuken of boundaries, that father vsed
|to say he mever wus quite certain
| whether he was harvesting his own
grain or Nimrod's, It any question
urose, the one would 2ay to the other,
‘Neves mind, we’ll make it right when
Rodger marries Maria.” We came to
luok upon ourselves as each belonging
| ta the other, or, rather, I lovked on

him as mine exclusively, my own per-
sonul property, to betaken or left, just
as it plessed me. 1 suppose I must
have been pretty, everybody told me |
| wug, and I had a bright, merry, exact-
ing way that was law al home or
abroad. There had been other chil-
dren in both families, but only Rodger
and I as far back as we conld remem-
ber. We were brother and sister long
ln-tc;ra we could understand = dearer
tie.

‘How well I remember that time, |
am living init yet. My real folks are
back in those years, All that hus conie
afterward has been dim, cold shadowy,
Life —keen, bloocd-warmed, zestful life
—=topped in that winter of my eigh-
teenth vear.’

Mis= Zell’s work was on the floor,her
| bands clasped across where it had lsin,
her eves gazing outward on visions we
were not to behold., How unlike her-
| sell=he lovked, How unlike herself

she talked. Plain, practical, word-
| spuring Maria Zell! s eaid, after-
ward, it was like reading a book,

‘Before that year, the;seasons linked | ¢

one in the olher, a flowery, unbroken
chuin, each bringing its full measure of
Joy, and I accepting as thanklessly as if
Joy were the common lot. My poor
Rodger knew nosuch shadowless bliss,
1 gave him little peace with my vary-
ing moods and tempers. Often feigu-
ing anger merely fur the purpose of
tormenting him. A handsome, high-
spirited, merry boy, yet he came and
went at my bidding ss meekasa lamb;
blest if he might in any way minister
to my comfort; wretched if he falled,
or seemed to fail; for often when I was
proudest of him and loved him best, I
treated him worst, at the promptings
of the veriest selfishness that ever ruled
human breast,

‘Yes, the seasons came and went—
springs of never-to-be-fi tten green-
uess; sumiers of unrivalled hlussom-
ing; gorgeous-skyed, leaf-dropping au-
tumns, and white-robed winters—came
and went, until my eighteenth birth-
day looked me in the face, *

‘It was the 24th of December; my
birthday awaited me the 28th. There
had been little snow previously; but
early that morning the dull, gray light
revealed 8 steady downfall. Rodger
rocla_ over beforo- dinner, deolaring
langhidgly that if he was to be buried
alive he wanted to be with me. He
promised me a fairy palace when it
was gver; and the time ran along in
trifling chat—I being in my best mood
—until about two o’clock in the after-

most expensive Christmas present we
ever received.’

This propesition, from Adn Alday,
suggested a new interest to be derived
fromu a topic much discussion had ren-
dered *fiat, stale, unprofitable.” Gertie
und Bess Waltham seized upon it ea-

erly.

. ‘lf ha= been moved and seconded,”
announced Hilda Etheredge, ‘that each
member of this goodly company ac-
knowledge and confess what was the
most expensive Christimns present she
ever received. Those in favor, signify
it by saying ‘aye.”’

There wusa chorus of ayes,
Zell alone was silent,

‘Conteary,’ said Hilda.

Miss Zell was fashioning some every-
day gurment, she was paler than usual,
pale as the white muslin she held, yet
a fuint smile crossed her lips as she
said, with an effort, ‘If not tuo late—
‘H}'E.'

‘Ayes have it.
du’s order. ;

We knew well her costliest gift, the
dinmond that for nearly a twelve-
month hands burned on the beautiful
hand. Her betrothed, Clement Molir,
was as good as he was rich. Not a girl
of us but wished Heaven had made her
such a man, yet Hilda played ‘fast and
loose’ with him in a spirit of vanity
and recklessness before which our humn-
bler, softer natures stood appalled.

In her giddy way, Bessie Waltham
proposed the vldest should speak first,
As we looked from mother to Miss Zell,
there arose & murmur of disapproval,
The latter checked this by suying, even
more gently than usuoal: ‘It ismy priv-
ilege, but please allow me to be last.’

Hilda graciously consented. ‘Mrs.
Rubb, will be kind enough to begin.'

‘Mv father gave me this house -on
Christmas moming.'

‘So far sogood, Ada you've thead-
vantnge of me by some thirty days if 1
wistake not.” i

‘My most expensive present wasa |
watch and chain.’ ,

‘And mine—' Hilda had but to lift
her lovely hand. ‘Now, Miss Ruby
Rubb.’ L

Mine was a silk dress. Gertie's a

ri set, Bess had some difficalty
deciding. Wasevenobliged to consalt
her sister before concluding that hers
was a piano. It had come ronnd to
Miss Zell at last. layiog aside her
sewing, she went to her romn, return-
ing with a small glass case that held
simply a eollar and pin. 2

A lady's collur, nurrow, yellow, with
a spare, little, embroidered vine; an
oval pin, jet, set in a brassy-looking
rim; the erimson of the velvet on which
they rested was pale with age, and
moths had picked it here and there,

‘I know what you are thidking,’ said
Miss Zell, answering our interchange
of plances. *You enn form & very fair
e=timate of the value of this giif, even
taking into consideration the pussage
of time since its purchpse, Some

Miss

Proceed,” was Hil-

! among you recollect having given me

fur handsomer articles, t this,' Miss
Zell's fuce was white and still, but we
thought the tiny case would drop from
her trembling hold, ‘is the costliest
Cliristmas gift I ever received.’

I think I see a story somewhere,”
erien] Bess Waltham, eatching us all in
the golden mesh of her hair s she
crowded in tosit at the feet of the he-
| roine of the hour.
| Hilda, with her mermsaid hair, her

torturing diamond and tortured lover,
| gave wry to plain Miss Zell, soold, so
| cold and quiet, we had never expected
| to extract any interest Lrom her beyond
| the linishing of a garment. Now,

however, Tomg slippers were out at
Fthe toes, Ada's kittens waited for their
cezes, wnd Gertrade's lilies e their
| golden hearts, while a plain  person
measured and piused ‘the long, white

| these years, it little malters bow.

noon.
‘Mother and I had been in town the
day before, and, aflter visiting the store
where we traded our farm produce for
such articles as were needed in the
family, touk a ride up the malin street.
We wanted to see the latest wonder of
the plave—an establishment where
nothing but dry goods were sold, We
saw it, and Isaw this collar. Nothing
so beuutiful had ever before found its
way to our little country village, und I
wis wild to possess it.  There were
others in the window, with the small
pivs, showing how thev were to be
[astene’; Lut this was the noatest and
sweelest,  Mother had nothing either
togiveor offer in trade, and I was
wrelched beyond deseription, until she
suggested my telling Rodger about it,
aud making him understand 1 would
like to have it for Christmas. He al-
ways gave me something; this year I
might as well do my own choosing.
So, when all of a sudden he asked, call-
ing me hy my pet name, *Miri,what do
youwant for Christmas?’ I instantl
mentioned this collar, intimating that
that the pin would not come amiss, I
should have them both, he said.
“T'o wear to-morrow?
*Yes. I'll go over the first thing.’
‘And be gone half the day—and your |
father and mother to be here to dinuoer,’
I answered poutingly.
‘Well, then you shall have it for
your birthday. I've something for
Christmas.’
‘No, I didn’t want it my birthday.
If 1 could not have it to wear atdinner

using

maid-card almo=t invariably stayed in | old wan.
my hand. Finally I threw it into the | have come down to such s matter-of-
fire, and the game ended. | fact as this; and our Christmas would
*Al ten we had lights in the window. | have wanted the happiest genius of its
At eleven, futher aud Marmaduke  festivity—the Santa Claus of the Ger-
shayelled their way to the barn, got the | man valerland.
horses, and undertook a search. At =
twelve they returned, almost perished, Death Warrant of Christ.
not having been able to make head- | —_—
wag against lhe storm. { The Courier des Dtats Unis says:
. ‘Maher entreated me to go bed, say-  Chance has put into our hands the most
ing in all probability Rodger was sale | imposing and interesting judiecial docu-
in town, and would be over as early as | ment, toall Christians, thut has ever
pussible in the morning. Even while | been recorded in  human annals, that
she talked, she seemed listening in- ! is, the identieal death warrant of our
tently for any new sound outside. I |Loré JesusChrist. We transcribe the
| noticed, too, that she seta fresh candle | document from a copy of the transla-
in the window in place of cne that had | tion:
burned out. Sentence rendered by Pontine Pilate,
‘I lnid my head on the pillow; but| acting Governor of Lower Galilee,
how could Isleep with Rodger riding | that Jesus of Nazareth shall snffer
|around the house with snow-sown | death on the Cross,
| hair and & white searf that was wind- | In the year seventeen of the Empire
ing, winding in fatal folds about him? | of Tiberius Csesar, and the 4th of March
‘Morning enmeat Iast. A red smm | the city of the Holy Jerusalem: Aneas
rising on a white, wondrously beauti- ! #nd Caiaphas being preésent, sacrifica-
ful world; but I had neither eyes nor | tors of the people of God, I, Pontius
heart for its beauty. Forit was only a | Pilate, Governor of the preetatory, con-
mocking, brazen glare. dewmn Jesus of Nazareth to die on Lhe
‘A purty of neighbors dug their way | Cross between two thieves—the
totown, but did not find him. He had | and notrious evidence of
| been there the day before, mumle his | saying:
| purchase and starled home. Others 1. He is a seducer.
Joined who knew and were fond of him, | 2. He is seditious.
and all day the search continued. At| 3. Heis the enemy of the law.
Inst, just as the cold, gray darkness fell, | 4. He calls himsell, falsely, the Son
they broughttomeanli that was left of | of God,
my true love, my Rodger! a. IHe ealls himseil the King of Israel.
‘I never wore the collar. A poor,| 6. He entered into the temple follow-
cheap-looking thing compared with | ed by a multitude Learing paim branch-
yuurﬂegantfac&a, girls; yet "uis the | esin their hands,
Order the centurion, Quintius Corne-

The other idea could never

the people

Forbid any person whomsoever,
poor or rich, to oppose the death of

‘I wouldn’t ask you, Miss Zell, only

lement isso good. I hopethe baby | Jesus.
will be like him. HMay I nawe him The witnesses that signed the death
Rodger?! of Jesus nre:

1. Daniel Bobani, a pbarisee,

2. Jonus Horobabel,

3. Cabet, a citizen.

Jesus shall go out of the city by the
gate ‘Stranuous.’
! The obuve sentences are engraved on
| & copper plate—on one side are written
these words: ‘A similar plate is sent
to each of these taibes,”

It is found in an antique vase of
white nurble, while excavating in the
cily.of Aquilla, in the Kingdom of
Naples, in the year 1825, and was dis-
cove by the Cymmissariat of Arts
jattached to the French army. At the
expexdition of Naples, it wus found in-
closed in & box of ebony in the sacristy
of Caurtnm. The French translation
was mude by members of the Commis-
sion of Arts. The children requested
eurnestly that Lhe plate should not be
taken away fromm them. The request
was granted as a reward from thearmy.
Mr. 1on, one of the savants, caused
a plate to be made asa model, on which
he hud engraved the above sentence.

Thisstory was a ycar und s month
old when Hilda ssked this question,
All of Miss Zell's real folks are not in
those backward years. I amnquiie cer-
tain litile Rodger Moir is a reality.

Whe is Santa Claus?

To the little ones this would seem a
very foolish question indeed—as if
everybody did not know who Sants
Claus is! And most certainly, you had
better pot put it to that experieneed
und downright philosopher of eleven
Inst June, who has, somehow or other,
left the pure faith of childhood, and
now laughs like and infidel—a mere
Voltaire—a perfect Mephistopheles—
when the thing is mentioned, and eries
out, *Ah! I know who 8anta Claus is!
There he is—pointing an irreverent
finger in the direction of the oldest per-
son ic the roomn—one never hitherto
suspected of comming down the chim-

ber, wearing a long beard and bring-

great |

costliest Christmas gift I ever received | was rejected.
i-t-;e,l brave young life was laii down for | Iiutsi, to lead him the the place of exe- A resolation providing for inv
. | eution,

Ssupreme Court of that State in
‘o mixed schools; from the late pu

building and materials,
Bills introduced: Making

| to grasshopper sufferers

| Bill for relief of homsteaders in the

| grasshopper districts was passed.

|~ Bill amending customs and revenue
| laws was referred to a committee of |y,

conferetice.

up and extra copies ordered.

receive Ling Kalak
HousE—A I
were introduced, including the follow

aus was appointed

to one cenf; concerning the official ter

of the President,

state debt; providin

newspaper postage.
information in
bama,

pass the bill
law failed, and the bill was referred.

A motion to sus
passa resolation directin
tion in regard to the sarei

opon.
SENATE Dec. 15.—Bills introduced:

of Columbia: Ilmlllnf
solution proposing e

giple for re-election, and fixing his term
of office at six years; resolution, which
was passed, instroctin
commillee to inquire into the
und effect of the so-called press gag law;
resolution, also adopted, proposing
amendment of the rules so that bills
mntu be introdoced without previons
notice.
Billwuthorizing distribution of army
rations and clothing to grasshopper
sugerers was f“"“d

House—Bills intioduced: For a nar-
row gauge Jailway from Lake Erie to
the Miesouorl river; lating prosecu-
tion of libels in the Distriet of Colum-

.

Resolution to adjourn December 238
to January 5, was adopted.

The Leglsia!ive AFpro riatien bill
bel_nE under congideration in committee
of "the Whole, an amendment was

ish-
ers of the Uongressional Globe, asking
that the Government purchase their

a pria-
tion for improving the Great mwhn
river, amending the Geneva award
| act; providiog for distribution of seeda

Bill providing a new Government
for the Oistrict of Columbia was called

Senate part of a joint committee to
batch of new bills

ing: Regulating prosecutions for libel
in the District of Columbia, providing
for free banking reducing letter postage

m

roviding for com-
wromise and settlement of Southern

for iuveat{g.uon
uf the political condition of the South;
repenling law requiring prepayment of

A resolution was adoptod calling for
regard to distribution of
supplies to sufferers from floods in Ala-

An effort to suspend the rules and
repealing the press gag
nd the rules and

investinga-
urglary trial

tivn of the Vicksburg troubles was

A resolution declaring subsides to
corporations was offered, but not acted

To consolidate Lhe debt of the District
for bounty; re-
ection of Presid-
ent by direet vote, making him fneli-

the Judiclary and stood up. in (he
©CODE | leigh, eracking his whi) lﬁ&wﬂn(

ing & lot of things for the children on
his back or under his arm.
Turning away, then, fromthis; enfant

being ‘such a baby now,” we would
offer the query to the ¢

the little doll’s dressmaker calls them
the folk-lore is of curious importance,
since Lhere is hardly anything of that
sort, however childish, in the world,
which is not derived from ideas or ens-
toms of remote antiguily. ‘Santa Claos’
is an Interesting archaism—earrying
the mind agreeably back ward to those
old times, which have always such a
charm for the eritical investigations or
poetic reveries of men. This cheerful
Christmes legend was quite a new thing
to mostof us a few years ago—to those
at least, who got their ideas of such
thinga from the literature of our own
language, Santa Claus has come—as
everybody is aware, from Germany to
the New World; and the coriosity of
this matter is that in thus coming over
the sea, he underwent a cerlain re-
markable kind of transformation—a
sort of sea-change. He wasonce hon-
ored in Deutehland or Germanfr (for
both these names have exactly the
same meaning in the Celtic), asa child,
a fact which none of the German crities
or philologers have condescended to
notice, at least in any distinguishable

Y | way.

Santa Claus was one of the oldest
ideas of the Celtic West in Pagan times
48 he was of the Pagan East before. In
Christinn times he was still regarded

| with religious reverence, sitting, ss he

had sat for ages in Egypt and elsewhere
in the arms of his mother. Senta Claos
was, in fuct, the child Jesus in the mid-
dle ages, and throughout that period
the festive creed of Germany and all
Celtic Europe was that he visited all
family dwellings of good Christians on
the eve of hisanniversary, and brought

next day, I declared Le need not get it
ut all. Sumli I didn t want him to go
over that night, he said, in pained sur- |
prise. Ordioarily the coming and go- |
ing consumed four hours. It would |
lnke twice that time in such astorm,
Two o’clock in the afternoon was not
night, noranywhere near it, I answer-
ed, and twitted him with being afraid |
of snow. Girls, I got my way; afterall

‘He went to the barn, took his Ro-

nieo from the stall beside my Juliet,
and started. He was strangely pale
and grave; never eame to say good-bye,
and scarcely smiled a3 he passed the
window where I sat, Still, I knew he
was notangry. Rodger never got an-
gry at me,
*O girls, from that day to this the Eve
of Christmas never comes withont my
seeng Rodger ride past mmy window as
he rode that day—the snow weaving a
scarf for kis brond shoulders, and whi-
tening his bonnie brown hair.”

Miss Zell paused, entirely overcome

by the emotions she had so striven
against,
Involuntarily my gaze sought ITilda.
She was white as death, and eluteied
the hand that held the ring as though
she never meant to let it go. I saw
then, for the first time, that this was a
lesson, & warning, if she bet kept it at
hearl.

‘I watched him out of sight,’ said
Miss Zell, steadyiong lip and voice for
the continuance of her narrativo. ‘He
was spon hidden by the hurrying
snow; then Isatdown to my sewing,

white flakes swirled into the dinta Ro-
meo's feet had left,

‘Mother eame in from the kitchen,
asking what took Rodger away. When
I told her, she rebuked me sharply;
stid neither man nor beast ought to
brave such a storm; and set a eandlein
the window when the weird, white
darkness fell. I was not in the least
concerned, Rodger was young, strong
and knew theroad. There wonld be no
anxiety sbout him at home, as he left
there with the intention of remuining

while outside the windZwailed. and the |-

with him gifts and blessings for the
children. This beautiful tradition is
still to be found lingering in Germany
though Santa Claus does not seem to be
specinlly connected with it by name.
The truth of this original belief is plain-
ly enough indicated by the word
*Clause," which, in the Gothie or anci-
ent Germun, means ‘Child' and *Son,’
Santu Claus formerly meant the Holy
Child.

1tis not very difficult to see how the
change of men’s religlous beliefs three
or four hundred years ago changed the
character of the legend. Those who
had put away Catholic sentiment in re-
ligion, and wished to have their own
of & more dignified sort, thoughtit too
rude and simpte & thing to make that
Holy Child bring kunick-kpnacks and
sweetmeats to the children down the

the old idea, muking ita genial, secu-
lar fancy in the person of a benevolent
and jolly old man, such as the Germans
and others have welcomed for many
geverations, and we in this country
hnve generally recognized of late years.
Ie issuch a cheery and felicitous old
faney, that nobody would ever have
thought of challenging him in any re-
spect, but forthe great nistake, so long
ago tommitted of sending him about
the world with that tell-tule (Yaus pin-
ned on his back, ns it were. He reall
should, himself, have remembered,
with the rest of his recollections, that
his name is interpreted in Schiller or
Buxhorn (we forget which), andshould
have chosen another,

This stutement, supported, a2 it is,
by the old Christian traditions clinging
round the present season of the year,
will commend itsell, perhaps, to the
crities of old customns and old language.
But ‘the rest of mankind' “don’t see it,’
and, in reply to that Gothie lexion,
exclnim, in the words of Giles Scrog-
gin's ghost, ‘That's no rule!’” Santa
Claus will «till be the old wan withthe
beard and the frosty fnee—‘frosty, bul
kindly.! And, indecd, very properly.
The popular instincl-—that is, in these,
our motdern limes—was rigat in set-

at nur house all night; so T resolved to
be quite vt ease, and mako it all up Lo |
him on his return. Between eighitanid

ting that imagas of the Child aside. It
belonged to u fur profounder sentiment
than that of & mere houschold game,

ney on a cold winter’s night in Deeam-;

terrible’ who plumes himself on not

OWD-UPS'—iS | The Gulaxy for January,

—who knows that every question of |

chimney, and so, by degrees; altered|

At thesale of the eollection of curiosi-
ties it who bought by Lord Howard
for 5884 francs.

The Ameﬂea:_lndhn-.

| Bix great familiesof nations are re-
cognized among the aboriginal inhabi-
| tants of the region lying west of the
| Rocky mountaios, and a basty count
of the sunanaries given in the book
shows that more than. seven hundred
tribes arespecially mentioned, without
including long lists-of fribes of whom

to be known, and which may be myth-
ical, or described under some other de-
signation. Lyiog along the Arctic
coast are the H ns; between
the fifty-fifth orty-second parallels
are the Columbians, after whom come
the Californian and Great Basin Indi-
ans, the New Mexicans, the wild tribes
of Mexico, and finally the wild tribes
of Central America. If the strength of
| the strength of the Indians under the
control of our Government is correctly
| estimated at 300,000, it is hardly rcmi-
| ble that the entire savage population of
[the North Ameriean coniinent can ex-
ceed half a million.
—— - —
New Civil Rights Bill.
WasHINGTON, Deec. '16.—The ITouse
the Judicisry to-day
ugreed u}:on a supplementary Civil
Rights bill, taking that which last year
«d the Sepate und is now pending
| in the Houose, s a foundation for it.
| The only alteratiors made are the
( omission of cemeteries and insertion
of a provision for separate schools for
| white and blacks, with equipmentsand
| provisions for instraction in all respects
| equal, the appropriation of school funds
to be pro rata between the races. In-
stead of the penalties being cumula-
(tive, the House makes them either
| eivil or eriminal.
| The chairman of the committee has
| been instrueted to report the billas a
substitule for the Senate bill, with the
understanding that White, of the com-
| mittee, shall offer his bill as a substi-
tute. The latter does not prohibit se
arate accommodation in schools, rail-
roads, inns, ete., for the two races, pro-
vided the accommodations are of equal
equlpment and kind,

ABenl-lleen- ce of Edgar
Allen Poe.

In the new volume of Poe's poems,
edited by R. H, Stoddard, the editor,
| in the preface, thus gives the last scene
| in the life of Poe: ]

| Hestarted from Richmond October
| 2, 1849, and arrived at Baltimore be-
tween trains, and unfortunately took a
drink with a friend, the consequence
of which was that he was brooght back
from Havre de Grace in a state of delir-
fom. It was on theeve of a municipal

(committee on

down the streets of Baltimore he was
secured by the lasless agents of a
litical club and locked op in a cellar all
night. The next morning he was taken
out in a state of frenzy, dr and
mude to vote in eleven different wards,
The tollowing day he was found in &
back room at the political headthumrs
and removed to a hospital. He was
insensible when found, and remained
s0 on October 7. The doetor and nurse
were with him when he first showed
consciousness, “Where am 1?7 he
asked. They answered, *'You are cared
|for by your best friends,” After a
pause, in which he seemed to rocall
what had oecurred, and to realize his
situation, Poe replied, *My best friend
would be the man who would blow out
| my brains,” Within ten minutes he
was dead.

— . —

The Board of Methodist Mizsions fin-
ished its appropriations Tuesday. A
| propriations were made for the pur-
| chase of property at Paheoa, Muexico,
[and to « large amount for domestic
| missions, particularly in e grasshop-
| er districts, and fur increase ol saluries,
chictly in the distriet of Rowse, lialy.

s po i -

e J T ]

- Vicksburg troubles and the

nothing more than the name appears|ed

adopted abolishing the Capitol police.
After disposing of sixteen pages of the
bill the committee rose.
Select committees to investigate the
general
condition of the Southern Stutes, were
appeinted biv)elche Speaker.

SENATE, . 16.—A resolution was
submitted proposing that postmasters
shall redeem mutilated currency.

Bill for the relief of the M?egheny
River Railway company wes passed.
Consideration of the Distriet of Colum-
bia bill was resumed, but oot conclud-

A communication from W, L. Me-
Millan claiming to be a Senator from
Louisiana, was presented and referred.
Senator Pease was assigned to the
committee on Claims.
Hovse—Pending consideration of the
legislative appropriation bill, an ani-
mated discussion arose upon a motion
to strike out the item for official post-
age stamps for the Treasury ?;;gn.rl-
ment, bringing up the subject of the
franking privilege. Messrs, Kelley
and Maynard denounced the abolition
of the privilege and favored its restor-
ation. The motion to strike out was
rejected, 71 to 77.

The supplemenlary ¢lvil rights bill

election, and as he wandered up and try

PO | the lines again, with s ook ol“nilgaa

p-|sit and smile at a hundred different

was reported’ from the judiciary com-
wittee,

A CHRISTMAS SLEIGH-RIDE.

Mr. Frank R. Stockton was out late
one Christmas Eve when he fell in
with an old gentleman who inviced
him into his sleigh. 'What then hap-

pened he tells in Scribner for January:
The old gentleman pulled s bag from
behind the seat, and taking it en his
lap proceeded to show me some of the
contents.

“They seem to be old-fashioned toys,’
I remarked.

‘Yes, he said with asigh, ‘these new-
fangled affairs are of no service to me.
You couldn’t get a paddle-wheel steam-
er, with a engine, inloa common
stocking. You’d ruin the vessel or the
stocking. And there's scarcely a girl
in the land who wears astockingla
enonfh Lo hold a doll’s trunk, furn

ed with silk dresses, bonnetls, and all
the necessary underclothes. No, I
have to confine myself to snch gings
as bear a proper proportion to the feet
and Icp of l:h.llcgau There is one
thing,’ said he, turning upon his still
Jolly old countenance, ‘thst has had
more influence than anything else in
emuinsthe general indifference with
which I am now regnrded.’

*And what's that?' I asked.
‘Furnace-heat,’ he said. *What sen-
sible person, old or young, could ex-
pect a fellow with a bag on his back,
to come down a flue and through an,
iron register? It would be absurd to
to make even & child believe tha
anything of thesort is possible.’
Aund then he pat away his

and

tion,
‘It"s all wrong!" said I, ‘ull wrong!
The old way was best.’
‘ No doubt of i:.’ S;id ha,’h ‘but what
can you expect? sverything old is
changing, changing, changing.’
‘How about old furnitur? I asked.
T hat seems popular enough.’
‘That’s changing, too,” he answered.
‘Ooming down out of the garret into
the parior. As to people, in general, 1
scarcely know what to make of them.
There will soon be no such thing as
Christmas. Hereabouts it's losin
E»uml every year, and New Year's
y is taking its place. The jolly old
Christmas festivities are almost forgot-
ten, and the young men are satisfied
to trot around on New Year’s Day and
nibble cake and drink wine at a hun-
dred different places, while the women

men—some friends and some strangers
—till the day's done. What's all that
to the grand old times we used to have?
But, as Isaid before, what can yoa ex.

*Of cour=e not,” said he, with consid-
erable asperity forso jovial an old

fel-
low; ‘it would be ent out of
ing. Go’'long them!ugt up, vﬁi
Why, I tell you, sir, there’s not half a
dozen houses in that town tgﬂ\m
that I could get into, If you do man-
age to squeeze down & chimnéy, re
ty sure to land in a kitchen ar
n a cellar furpace! 1 hate furnaces!
They're the invention ofthe Devil, sir,
and pure air and pure are
dying out with the open fire-

"long, you Blixen! I expeét the
tho next thing will be that the childesn
will leave off their together.
I saw that he was )
and I did not wish to . Fhaas
would further irritate sol
;| Femarked that be seemed to be driv

e-r. . * . g %
Y - ‘IYes,’ soid he, whlrlplng hilmﬂa-h —
nto a smart gallop, ‘1'm
old farm-house that smn!:lt?gwn_'_ )i -
der in the valley. There the
know how to live. There are’ great
oren fire-places with grind old -
fires in them—shining brass andi
big back-logs, and a -

blaze. Hi there, Vixenl.
children have been playing ,ol-
even
their '
kitchen!

i
icking games all t -
thamgthey have hungln Mé?w

the -

by the big
there, hi, hi! hil’ -y
d man was now in ‘hﬂo'

delight. He cracked his whip and
shouted to his reinder. The gillant
creatures seemed to catch his enthuesi-
asim, and they dashed over the snow at
the tnP of their A

‘Isn’t this— rather—rapid? sald I, as
I clung fast to the side of the h.
‘Oh, yes!” he shouted,” this Is the
right sort of driving. This is the way
ﬁeoplo go when they want to get there,

ithil Away with , - you mscals!
There’s the house, ri;h:m us!’
‘Are you ng to “drive—on top?
said I, almost breathleds from the rap-
idity of thelﬂ!t'h.he Bad
dtmsln mﬂ‘ 1]
needn’t be a’l:mid I just MQME
first, then up to the roof of the y
and then, elip! and away to tha tep
the house!’
At this he

to his steeds at the top of his voice,
The reindeer dashed forward like
mad—they reached the shed, u:g
bounded up, the runners struck t
eaves with a bang, and out I shot into
uﬁnow-hunk.—'éthlm’ Seriboer for
January, P :
MISCELLANEOUS.

Socinl ostracism is very unsoeial.
It is better to be useful than rich.  °

No church i1 too wesk to take. up.a
collection, : 3

It requires no particular skill to make
a blu:aer.

With hungry men, meal HMT are
No Chinamen has ever yet become o
book agent. Al g i,
A mother-in-law in the house
well spring of jawy.

Time will only hang up his seythe
when he is no mower. =

‘The Beautiful Blue Danube’ is a
muddy, yellow frand.

Jonah wasastrlnlg;!mong ﬂhlﬂ,'
and thoy took him in. e
At Pekin, Ill., you can Pekin to
elghty-seven lager-beer saloons,
When was the greaiest freak' of na<
ture? When Mary bad a little lamb. -
What is the largest room in the
world? The room for improvoment.
Snails are to be taxed in Paris, which.
will make them go still more slowiy.

The elephant is said to be d; out;
so you’d t‘))etmgoandmitﬂggw. -
A client is never certain about a law-
yer, and genemlly takes himon tzial,
Plack and patience are a strong firoy
in transacting the daily business of life.
The pro salutation when you
meetasrlt?:gmderh, ‘How do yoa
flourish

John C. Calhoun has been srrested in
Memphis for wearing somebody else’s
trousers.

(b )

s a

Texas has a town called . .
Old maids are inquiring sbout the c
mate there, - -

Before taking liberties with a st
do:- observe tail and wait for
Wag on. —

A Minnesota man maurﬁ gﬂh‘dm
seem short by giving his8 noté payable
in the spring. i
Gove Peck, of Vermont, is a

overnor £,

bachelor. Marrying would make
a bushel of him.

The meanest man in the world is the
fellow who knows where Charley Ross
is and will not tell,

M Consolation Smith, is
Wa e;ga handsomest girl. ﬁuq will
Im) bt be a Consolation to some fel-

ow.

g

presi A young monkey looks ex-
actly like hisy dpapa melted up and
born cver nzlﬂ?n

The Toledo Herald ho if Kala-
kaua sells his ki to the Unjted
States, he will by a suit of clothes, " He

owns & shirt now.

A father at Dubuque makes his
children nddress him as follows; for in-
stance:—**Most respected and .
tather, I’ll take another tater."

Colorado started a college a fow
weeks ago, and up to date its iumates
consist of one woman, three Indians a
buffalo calf and a Professor of Botany.

A Rhode Island man carries $200,060
life insurance, and if he even takes cold
in the head, the com rush down
three or four doctors to feel his pulse.

When a you man in Charlesion,
% C..taaws (;ho%nghlg'o{. a millien-
re from drowning, presented
with a pair of kip boots having red
tops.
‘What would you be, dearest, if T
should press the s;t-m "of love, upe
those sealing-wax lips ?* *I," n -
the hir¥-iike creature, ‘should be—
tionery ! sl
There is the difference in the
rhy of James Watt and the
he pillar of salt. One is the
Watt's lifeand the other is the
of Lot's wife. wi

of
of

»

t? Thereare men now, who go so

%8 to assert that matier contains|

of the eternal mountain tops, was kil
o by the explosian afe HREGE ol

oo




